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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 NEW DE 13075 290735Z 
ACTION OES-09 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO SOE-02 AID-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 
COME-OO DODE-OO EB-08 DOE-15 H-02 INR-10 INT-05 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 OMB-01 PM-05 ICA-20 SP-02 
SS-15 STR-07 TRSE-00 ACDA-12 /138W 

001269 292007Z/75 

R 290624Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3656 

UNCLAS NEW DELHI 13075 

PASS TO CECILE LEDSKY OES/NET 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ENRG TECH LDC IN 

SUBJECT: COST OF ELECTRICITY PRODUCTION USING 
CONVENTIONAL ENERGY SOURCES 

REF DEPARTMENT 210477 

1 . THE ESTIMATED COST OF ELECTRICITY GENERATION IN INDIA 
DURING 1977-78 FOR THERMAL PLANTS VARIED FROM 15 PAISE TO 
30 PAISE (100 PAISE EQUAL RS. 1.00) PER KWH 

(EQUIVALENT TO MILLS 18 TO 35 AT EXCHANGE RATE OF 

RS. 8.50 TO DOL 1.00) VERSUS 10-12 PAISE PER KWH 

(MILLS 12-14) FOR HYDROELECTRIC PROJECTS. GENERATION COST IS 

GENERALLY LOWER FOR THERMAL PLANTS LOCATED CLOSE TO 

COAL MINES COMPARED TO PLANTS FURTHER AWAY. 

2. THE CAPITAL COST OF GENERATING EQUIPMENT VARIES FROM 
RS. 3,000 TT RS. 3,500 (DOLS 350-DOLS 410) PER KILOWATT 
CAPACITY. 

3. INFORMATION REQUESTED IN A, C, D AND E OF PARA 2 IN 
REFTEL IS NOT AVAILABLE. 
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